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Rachel Hadfield is a Senior Specialist Nurse working in the Hospital Palliative Care Team in the Oxford University Hospitals.  Rachel is a qualified non-medical prescriber, completing her course in 2019.
Rachel has nine years experience working in hospital based palliative care, supporting acute medical, surgical and specialist teams with symptom control and end of life care in both cancer, and non-cancer patients approaching the end of their life.  Before her career in palliative care, she worked in neuroscience.
Rachel has a particular interest in ethics, and has recently completed a masters degree in medical ethics and palliative care.  She is particularly interested in the ethics of prescribing decisions at the end of life, consent and capacity, and completed her masters dissertation on the use of sedative medications for seizure control in the last days of life.  Rachel also has an interest in neuro-palliative care and prescribing/deprescribing at the end of life in neurological conditions.
Rachel has contributed to the current update of the Oxford Handbook for Clinical Pharmacy.


Abstract
This session presents an overview of the role of the non-medical prescriber in palliative and end of life care, with a focus on the role in the acute hospital.  It explores the role and benefit of non-medical prescribers, as well as the impact of working in an advisory capacity.  Case studies are presented to demonstrate the value of the role for people at the end of life.  How to ensure confidence and competence as a prescriber for people at the end of life is explored, using strategies from my own practice.  

