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This talk will introduce you to the topic of ethics, explaining key ethical terms and concepts that inform medical ethics, and ending with a discussion of the ways ethics can support practice through clinical ethics support services. I will begin by focusing on ethics in theory, discussing what ethics can, and cannot, do, while considering why ethics have such a prominent place in todays healthcare environment. I will then consider what it means to have ethical expertise, before discussing three key ethical theories – based on rules (deontology), consequences (utilitarianism) and character (virtue ethics) through the ideas and examples of their seminal philosophers. I will then move on to a more practical focus, considering the ways ethical theories have informed the development of ethical principles and frameworks for practice, the way we should respond to conflict between ethical principles and the sorts of contributions clinical ethics support services can make to working through ethical challenges and building a better institutional environment.
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