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Abstract
In law, as in life, children are complicated, and especially so at the transition into adulthood.   
Just as the law has wrestled with the best way to deal with the concept of deprivation of liberty, balancing protection and respect for autonomy, so it has been a struggle to get a clear legal framework to apply with the additional complications of being a child, and the question of the proper extent of parental authority.  
Sadly, it is easier to explain that there is a problem, and why, than it is to offer any easy solutions.  This is especially so, with the Liberty Protection Safeguards, which might have brought some relief, covering 16-17 year olds where the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards started at 18, now being delayed until April 2022.  
This session will review the case law dealing with deprivation of liberty and children, especially the question of parental consent under and over 16, and where this leaves us, for now, until the Liberty Protection Safeguards arrive and what the future is likely to hold.  
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